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Louise Stokes in the ultimate example of

how a mother’s love can positively impact her
children and change the lives of millions of
people. Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank my
colleague from Ohio, Mr. TRAFICANT for intro-
ducing the bill and urge my colleagues to give
their full support for its passage.

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MCHUGH) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 2357.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 2357.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
f

AUGUSTUS F. HAWKINS POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 643) to redesignate the Federal
building located at 10301 South Comp-
ton Avenue, in Los Angeles, California,
and known as the Watts Finance Of-
fice, as the ‘‘Augustus F. Hawkins Post
Office Building’’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 643

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. REDESIGNATION.

The Federal building located at 10301
South Compton Avenue, in Los Angeles,
California, and known as the Watts Finance
Office, shall be known and designated as the
‘‘Augustus F. Hawkins Post Office Building’’.
SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the Federal building re-
ferred to in section 1 shall be deemed to be
a reference to the ‘‘Augustus F. Hawkins
Post Office Building’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MCHUGH) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FATTAH) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MCHUGH).

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to bring
before the House H.R. 643, a bill, as was
noted, that was indeed introduced by
our colleague, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD),
honoring the very distinguished col-

league from California, former Rep-
resentative Augustus F. Hawkins.

I would note, Mr. Speaker, that if
some of this sounds familiar, it is sim-
ply because the House in fact consid-
ered and overwhelmingly passed this
bill during its deliberations last year.

Unfortunately, and in no way sugges-
tive of the merits of the bill, the legis-
lative calendar in the other body did
not permit them sufficient time to con-
sider it. So we are here again today at-
tempting to rectify that occurrence.
For that I want to commend the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms.
MILLENDER-MCDONALD) for her tenac-
ity and for recognizing that what was
good and owing last year remains so
this year, and for the cooperative effort
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. FATTAH) and all the members of
the Committee on Government Reform
for once more bringing this House the
opportunity to vote on a very worthy
naming bill.

The history of Gus Hawkins I suspect
in this body is well-known from his
birth in Louisiana and his movement
with his parents to California in 1918
when he was just 11 years old, a recipi-
ent of his AB from the University of
California in 1931, with a major in eco-
nomics, and later his graduation from
the University of Southern California
in 1932.

After working in the real estate busi-
ness, he was elected to the California
State Assembly, where he served from
1934 to 1963, and later elected to the
88th Congress and to 13 succeeding Con-
gresses running from 1963 to 1991.

Simply put, Mr. Speaker, Gus Haw-
kins served his constituents of the
Watts area of Los Angeles for 48 years
in elective office, 28 years in the Cali-
fornia State Assembly, and 20 years in
the House of Representatives.

He became known at that time for
the Humphrey-Hawkins Act, a bill to
reduce unemployment, move ahead in
job training and employment opportu-
nities for all Americans. He served in
this body on various committees and,
in fact, rose to be a leader in this
House on many issues that were impor-
tant certainly to the people that he
represented but more so to the people
of this country.

We have had the opportunity in the
past, Mr. Speaker, to honor our former
colleagues with this naming for their
community service and in this in-
stance, of course, the service to their
country.

Certainly, as happened on this House
floor last year, I would again urge my
colleagues to unanimously support this
bill and designate a naming for a very,
very worthy American and a great
former colleague, Gus Hawkins.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
measure.

Mr. Speaker, let me say that, on the
floor today, we have the gentleman

from Pennsylvania (Chairman GOOD-
LING) and the gentleman from Missouri
(Mr. CLAY), the ranking member who
served in leadership positions on Gus
Hawkins’s former committee, the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor, as it
was named then.

These are gentlemen who, like Chair-
man Hawkins, have dedicated a great
deal of their work to education and em-
ployment issues. It is appropriate that
Gus Hawkins be acknowledged, and in
this way the California delegation and
particularly the prime sponsor of this
have offered the House this oppor-
tunity.

His work is acknowledged I think by
a lot of people, but many of the people
who have been helped by his work may
never know his name.

We were together for the 25th anni-
versary of the Pell Grant bill, which he
helped move through. I went to college
on a Pell Grant, and so have tens of
millions of other young people bene-
fited from his efforts in this regard. So
I am pleased to support this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD),
the prime sponsor of this measure.

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to thank the gen-
tleman from New York (Chairman
MCHUGH) for, again, his leadership in
bringing this bill to the floor and my
dear friend and colleague, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FATTAH), for his leadership in helping
to bring this bill to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, we are talking about a
man who spent 56 years in public serv-
ice, a man who should have recognition
in an area that he worked so hard to
bring about a quality of life in the area
of Watts. I am pleased to stand here as
he listens to me in his home to pay
homage to this great man, this educa-
tor, this leader of our country.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in yielding and
paying tribute to my dear friend and a
former member of the House by renam-
ing the Federal building located at
10301 South Compton Avenue in the
Watts area of Los Angeles, known as
the Watts Finance Office, the Augustus
F. Hawkins Post Office Building.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 643 enjoys the bi-
partisan support of the entire Cali-
fornia delegation, Congressman Haw-
kins’ former colleagues, and complete
support of the U.S. Senate.

Mr. Speaker, the Washington Post
once called Gus Hawkins one of the
most famous unknown men of our day.
However, many of us knew him as a
quiet fighter for racial justice, social
equality, and education for minorities,
women, and children.

I can recall when I came to this floor
to be sworn in, Gus Hawkins was sit-
ting right here on this floor with me,
and he wanted me to so much get on
the education committee because for
years he and I had worked together in
the Los Angeles Unified School Dis-
trict on education and on helping
youngsters in the Watts area and in
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